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US 50 Camino Corridor Safety Project 
 
Local Agency 

 

PROJECT MILESTONE: PSR (PDS) 

 

PROJECT SEPARATION: 
  Landscape under separate EA (Follow-up)  
  Landscape as part of roadway work EA  

 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

The El Dorado County Transportation Commission (EDCTC) proposes improvements to the Camino Corridor along US 
Route 50 PM R20.0/R26.0 in the Camino area, east of Placerville.  The project study limits extend along US 50 from Smith 
Flat Interchange to the Cedar Grove Interchange.  The purpose of the Camino Corridor project is to modify the facility to 
improve travel safety on US 50 in the Camino area.  It is also important to provide local and regional access to and from 
the north and south sides of US 50 while providing safe east-west access on and off US 50.  The overall goal is to improve 
safety on US 50 and enhance travel connectivity between Camino and Placerville.  The anticipated main source of funding 
for the project is to come from local, regional, SHOPP, STIP, and federal funds.  In addition, this project is part of the US 
50 Camino Corridor Safety and Operational Improvements Project which is captured within the El Dorado County Regional 
Transportation Plan 2005-2025 and the MTIP.   

The existing US 50 facility in the project area is an expressway consisting of 2 lanes (east-west) in each direction with a 
striped median separating opposing traffic lanes.  There is existing concrete median barrier to the east and west of the 
project limits. Accident rates on US 50 in the Camino area are higher than the state average due to uncontrolled left turn 
movements and the speed differential between the local Camino traffic and the interregional travelers on US 50.  Because 
of the higher than average accident rates, there is a need to improve safety for local and interregional travelers along the 
Camino corridor of US 50.   

Concrete median barrier is proposed to close the gap between Still Meadows Road and Upper Carson Road with project 
alternatives (B, C1/C2) allowing potential openings to remain at Camino Heights Drive and Upper Carson and ¾ (partial 
westbound left-turn access only) at Still Meadows Road.  For two alternatives (C1/C2), a new frontage road, south of US-
50, would connect to Camino Heights Drive along Sierra Blanca Road/Pondorado Road to approximately Lower Carson 
Road.  This would allow east-west access by avoiding US-50. Also for Alternatives C1/C2, an undercrossing on Pondorado 
Road at US 50 would be located between Camino Heights Drive and Upper Carson Road which would connect Carson 
Road to the new frontage road.  The new connection would require the realignment of Carson Road to accommodate 
access and operation of the local roads.  The intersection at Upper Carson Road would remain.  Other intersections would 
be limited to right-in/right-out access with acceleration and deceleration lanes from the local roads onto US 50.  Outside 
shoulders would be widened to 8-feet when auxiliary lanes on US 50 are present and 12-feet when there are no auxiliary 
lanes.   

Construction activities such as construction staging, grading of cut and fill slopes, and contour grading for roadway 
improvements would disturb existing soils.  New slopes in the project area would be a maximum of 2:1 (H:V).  Per the 
preliminary geotechnical report prepared on May 25, 2001 for the US 50 Camino Freeway Conversion project (PA/ED) (the 
project was not approved), 1.5:1 (H:V) cut and fill slopes could be considered upon further soil investigation during the 
PA/ED phase.  Disturbed areas include the new paved areas and all cut and fill slopes with offsets for construction 
activities. 

 







Matsui-Drury, Judy/SAC 

From: Urteaga, Andy [aurteaga@eid.org]

Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2009 1:28 PM

To: Matsui-Drury, Judy/SAC; Dan Bolster

Cc: Megerdigian, Cindy; Wells, Elizabeth; Mackay, Marc; Urteaga, Andy

Subject: RE: Camino PSR - Access to Water
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Good Afternoon Judy/Dan, 
  
Here are the answers to your questions: 
  

1.     Provide documented proof that water will be available for any future irrigation necessary for landscaping required 
as part of the Camino Corridor Project. 

  
El Dorado Irrigation District (District) confirms that there are existing water facilities in the area of the Camino 
Corridor project. The District has also previously supplied a rough sketch of those approximate locations. 
  

2.     CH2M Hill, has identified two EID waterlines, north and south of US 50. The attached “EID Water” diagram shows 
the location of the water lines relative to the two project alternatives. 

  
These two waterlines that CH2M Hill has identified are part of our transmission system (30 inch diameter 
waterline). Since there are also smaller diameter waterlines in the area those would be considered first. It is the 
District’s standard not to allow service line tie-ins into transmission mains.  
  
As the project moves forward, an FIL (Facility Improvement Letter) process would most likely be the best course 
of action to determine exact tie-in locations, flow, pressure and any other important information that would be 
necessary.      

  
  
Andy Urteaga 
  
Assistant Engineer 
El Dorado Irrigation District 
2890 Mosquito Road 
Placerville, CA 95667 
(530) 642‐4093 ‐ Office 
(530) 642‐4393 ‐ Fax 
aurteaga@eid.org 
  

From: Dan Bolster [mailto:dbolster@edctc.org]  
Sent: Friday, June 26, 2009 9:04 AM 
To: Wells, Elizabeth 
Subject: Camino PSR - Access to Water 
  
Elizabeth, 
  
Caltrans is currently reviewing and providing comments on the Camino Corridor Draft Project Study Report.  One of their 
comments is to provide documented proof that water will be available for any future irrigation necessary for landscaping 
required as part of the Camino Corridor Project.  Our consultant, CH2M Hill, has identified two EID waterlines, north and 
south of US 50. The attached “EID Water” diagram shows the location of the water lines relative to the two project 
alternatives.  The other two attachments, “Alternative B” and “Alternative C,” will provide a clear picture of the footprint and 
location of the two project alternatives.  Can you tell me who I should contact at EID so we meet Caltrans’ request for 
documented proof that access to EID water will be available for future landscaping improvements.  Thanks, and I hope 
your summer is going well.  
  



Dan 
_____________________________ 
Dan Bolster 
Senior Transportation Planner 
El Dorado County Transportation Commission 
530.642.5262 
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