CHAPTER 8:
AVIATION

Aviation facilities in EI Dorado County include both public and private airports and helipads
serving commercial, recreational, medical, military, fire and search and rescue needs. There are
three public use airports in El Dorado County: the Cameron Park Airport, Georgetown Airport
and the Placerville Airport. There are also several private use airports and helipads in the
County. There are no commercial or military airports in El Dorado County. Figure 8-1 displays
the location of the public use airports in El Dorado County.

The California Department of Transportation, Division of Aeronautics classifies the Cameron
Park and Georgetown airports as Community General Aviation (GA) Airports. Community GA
airports provide access to other regions and states, and are located near small communities or
in remote locations. They serve, but are not limited to, recreational flying, training, and local
emergencies. They accommodate predominately single engine aircraft under 12,500 pounds,
and provide basic or limited services for pilots or aircraft.

The Placerville Airport is classified as a Regional GA Airport. Regional GA Airports provide the
same access as Community GA airports, but may provide international access, and are located
in an area with a larger population base than Community GA airports. They have a higher
concentration of business and corporate flying, and accommodate most business, multi-engine,
and jet aircraft. They also provide most services for pilots and aircraft including aviation fuel,
have published instrument approach, and may have a control tower.

The South Lake Tahoe Airport is located in El Dorado County in the City of South Lake Tahoe.
The airport is within the planning boundaries of the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, and
therefore, is included in the Tahoe Regional Transportation Plan.

AVIATION EXISTING CONDITIONS

CAMERON PARK AIRPORT DISTRICT

The Cameron Park Airport District is the smallest of nine unique Airport Districts in California.
The District is a special district similar to a Community Services District or Fire District governed
by an elected Board of Directors and run by an on-site airport manager. The El Dorado County
Board of Supervisors formed the District on December 1, 1987.

The Cameron Park Airport District encompasses 50 acres within the County and is responsible
for paying the costs of maintenance and operation of the airport and the taxilane/streets within
the adjacent subdivision, Air Park Estates. The District is made up of 136 parcels: 125
residential (plane port lots) and 11 commercial. There are 105 existing plane port lots and 20
undeveloped residential parcels in the District. The plane port lots in the District have their own
hangars plus 100-foot wide taxilanes combined with streets for taxiing between the residences
and the runway.

The Air Park is essentially in the center of the Cameron Park community situated between its
own residential parcels and some commercial development along Cameron Park Drive. The
properties along both sides of Cameron Park Drive near the airport are zoned and developed
commercial-industrial. The airport is 1.5 miles north of US 50 and approximately 1 mile south of
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Green Valley Road at an elevation of 1,284 feet. The Cameron Park Airport is surrounded by
developed land; however, El Dorado County and the US Government have acquired about 400
acres of undeveloped land to the north and southeast of the airport.

The airport runway is 4,051 feet long and 50 feet wide and has a rated capacity of 12,500
pounds for single wheel landing gear aircraft. The airport provides facilities for recreational
flying, local emergencies including medical evacuation, law enforcement, and training.

Airport facilities include eight transient spaces, fuel availability, and public restrooms. As of
2003, there were 29 District and privately owned (commercial) hangars on the public
use/commercial side. The total number of tiedowns on the public use/commercial side is 71.
Each of the 105 existing plane port lots has a hanger, and some residences have more than
one aircraft. The Cameron Park Airport Master Plan (in development, Fall 2005) estimates that
250 aircraft could eventually be based in Air Park Estates. Annual operations in 2003 were
estimated at 36,036.

The Cameron Park Airport has never received Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) funds for
projects due to the fact that it is a unique Airport District. The airport has an approved airport
layout plan and an Airport Master Plan is in development as of Fall 2005. The Master Plan is
expected to be adopted in Spring 2006. Of particular concern in the development process of the
Master Plan is whether or not the plan will be recognized and funded by FAA due to regulations
regarding access issues with the private properties surrounding the airport. The Master Plan will
include proposals for expansion and maintenance of the airport in a process guided by an
Airport Capital Improvement Program (ACIP). The projects from the ACIP are included in Table
8-3 in the Action Plan of this Chapter.

GEORGETOWN AIRPORT

The Georgetown Airport is located approximately two miles northwest of the community of
Georgetown in the Sierra Nevada foothills of El Dorado County. It is situated on a ridge top
above the town at an elevation of 2,623 feet. The airport is a public use Community General
Aviation airport owned by EI Dorado County and operated by the Airports, Parks and Grounds
Division of the General Services Department.

The airport has a single north-south asphalt runway that is 2,980 feet long and 60 feet wide. The
runway has a rated capacity of 23,000 pounds for aircraft with a single wheel landing gear.
Airport facilities include fuel availability, 30 open tie-down spaces, 10 transient spaces, 19
hangars, public restrooms, and a telephone. According to the California Aviation System Plan
(CASP) Forecast Element, in 2000 there were 27 based aircraft and 22,000 annual operations.

The airport can be accessed by SR 193 from either the City of Placerville or the community of
Cool. Neither of the two routes provides quick access from a State Highway. The airport is
currently operating at maximum capacity and there is a need for an increase in airport land. A
new Airport Master Plan is in development and is due to be completed in Spring 2006. The
Master Plan will include proposals for expansion and maintenance of the airport in a process
guided by an Airport Capital Improvement Program (ACIP). The projects from the ACIP are
included in Table 8-4 in the Action Plan of this Chapter.
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PLACERVILLE AIRPORT

The Placerville Airport is located in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada in El Dorado County, three
nautical miles east of downtown Placerville. The airport is a public use Regional General
Aviation airport that serves the Placerville community as well as a number of surrounding
communities. It is also used by the military and other governmental agencies for training, search
and rescue missions, medical evacuation, and fire support. According to the California Aviation
System Plan (CASP), the Placerville Airport is considered one of the Sierra Region’s highest
priority facilities in terms of capacity and safety enhancement. Enhancements to the airport
could improve the California state system capacity and safety, and perhaps make it worthy of
reclassification.

The airport property is 215.5 acres at an elevation of 2,585 feet above sea level. The airport
terminal area consists of the airport administration building, aircraft parking aprons, aircraft
storage hangars, a fuel island, and facilities for aviation related service businesses. The airport
also has 113 open tie-down spaces, 22 transient spaces, 101 hangars, and public restrooms.
According to the CASP Forecast Element, in 2000 there were 208 based aircraft and 72,348
annual operations. The existing airfield includes a northeast-southwest runway that is 4,200 feet
long and 75 feet wide. The gross weight strength is rated at 32,000 pounds for single-wheel
landing aircraft. The airport is owned by El Dorado County and operated by the Airports, Parks
and Grounds Division of the General Services Department.

The Placerville Airport is considered to be strategically important to emergency air operations in
support of wildland fires. The airport’s location is ideal due to its access to US 50 and proximity
to Sacramento. Placerville’s central location allows access to a broad area within the foothill
region of California. Ground access is crucial to emergency air operations. In some cases, the
vehicles required to support emergency air operations are double-trailer tank trucks delivering
fuel for helicopter operations.

The airport is located on Airport Road, which can be accessed from either upper Broadway
Road on the east end of Placerville or via Cedar Ravine Road from central Placerville. The
access from upper Broadway is limited due to one hairpin turn and, to a lesser extent, overhead
clearance problems presented by trees and brush. The alternate access route from the Bedford
Road exit off US 50 to Main Street and then to Cedar Ravine Road is more direct, with less
drastic turns, but less desirable due to the required travel on Main Street.

The Placerville Airport Master Plan, adopted in 1992, is currently being updated (Fall 2005). The
aviation activity forecasts are complete and it has been determined that the airport is currently
operating at maximum capacity. The revised Airport Master Plan will include proposals for a
significant increase in airport land. The Master Plan will include detailed proposals for expansion
and maintenance of the airport in a process guided by an Airport Capital Improvement Program
(ACIP). The projects from the ACIP are included in Table 8-5 in the Action Plan of this Chapter.
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AIRPORT LAND USE COMMISSION

The Foothill Airport Land Use Commission (FALUC) was designated in May 1985. The airports
currently under the FALUC jurisdiction are: Cameron Park Airport, Georgetown Airport, Nevada
County Air Park, Placerville Airport and Truckee-Tahoe Airport. The duties of the FALUC are
under the jurisdiction of the Sierra Economic Development Department (SEDD).

The California Public Utilities Code governs the responsibilities and powers of the FALUC. It is
the responsibility of the FALUC to establish planning boundaries around each public use airport
within El Dorado County and to adopt a Comprehensive Land Use Plan (CLUP) to promote
compatibility between the airports in El Dorado County and the land uses that surround them.
As adopted by the FALUC, the CLUP serves as a tool for use by the FALUC in fulfilling its duty
to review airport and adjacent land use development proposals. In addition, the CLUP sets
compatibility criteria applicable to local agencies in their preparation or amendment of land use
plans and ordinances and to landowners in their design of new development. The Placerville
and the Georgetown Airports each have their own CLUP, and both were revised and adopted
on June 5, 1996. The Cameron Park Airport adopted their CLUP on June 4, 1986.

AIRPORT FORECASTS

The most current forecasts for the aviation facilities in El Dorado County are available in
Caltrans’ California Aviation System Plan (CASP) which examines the state’s overall aviation
systems. Based on that assessment, a forecast of aviation system conditions for the next
twenty years is developed. The CASP uses three indicators to forecast aviation trends:
population, number of households, and personal income. These factors, in conjunction with
historical trends of aircraft mix, aircraft operations, and airport funding, are utilized to forecast
demand.

The CASP Forecast Element is currently being updated (Fall 2005). The data listed in Tables
8-1 and 8-2 is from the 1999 CASP Forecast Element.

TABLE 8-1: ANNUAL AIRCRAFT OPERATION FORECASTS
PUBLIC USE AIRPORTS IN EL DORADO COUNTY

2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 FgrecaSt
rowth
Cameron Park 30804 | 46701 | 52612 | 57.736| 62,662 57%
Air Park
Georgetown 24.750 20,333 | 33,000 | 35750 | 39417 59%
Airport
Placerville 72348 | 84870 | 95652 | 104,696 | 113,739 57%
Airport
TABLE 8-2: BASED AIRCRAFT FORECASTS
PUBLIC USE AIRPORTS IN EL DORADO COUNTY
2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 Forecast
Growth
Cameron Park 202 237 267 203 318 57%
Air Park
Georgetown 0
Aroon 27 32 36 39 43 59%
Placerville 208 244 275 301 327 57%
Airport
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TABLE 8-6: EL DORADO COUNTY AIRPORTS LONG TERM ACTION PLAN
(20 YEARS AND BEYOND)

Project Description Responsible/Support Agencies

Continue efforts to avoid conflicts over El Dorado County, FALUC, EDCTC, Airport
noise Issues Managers

Continue to protect airspace and runway | El Dorado County, FALUC, EDCTC, Airport
approaches Managers

Continue to maintain and improve
existing airport facilities in accordance El Dorado County, FALUC, EDCTC, Airport
with the Airport Master Plans and Airport | Managers

Layout Plans

Assist operators of public use airports in

) : El Dorado County, EDCTC, Airport Managers
pursuing funding sources
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