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The 2004 El Dorado County General Plan includes the following goal pertaining to bicycle 
transportation: To provide a safe, continuous, and easily accessible non-motorized 
transportation system that facilitates the use of the viable alternative transportation modes. 
Specific policies for non-motorized transportation are also included, as follows: 
 

Policy TC-4a: The County shall implement a system of recreational, commuter, and 
inter-community bicycle routes in accordance with the County’s Bikeway Master Plan. 
The plan should designate bikeways connecting residential areas to retail, 
entertainment, and employment centers and near major traffic generators such as 
recreational areas, parks of regional significance, schools, and other major public 
facilities, and along recreational routes.  

 
Policy TC-4b: The County shall construct and maintain bikeways in a manner that 
minimizes conflicts between bicyclists and motorists.  

 
Policy TC-4c: The County shall give priority to bikeways that will serve population 
centers and destinations of greatest demand and to bikeways that close gaps in the 
existing bikeway system.  

 
Policy TC-4d: The County shall develop and maintain a program to construct bikeways, 
in conjunction with road projects, consistent with the County’s Bikeway Master Plan, 
taking into account available funding for construction and maintenance.  

 
Policy TC-4e: The County shall require that rights-of-way or easements be provided for 
bikeways or trails designated in adopted master plans, as a condition of land 
development when necessary to mitigate project impacts. 

 
Policy TC-4f: The County shall sign and stripe Class II Bicycle Routes, in accordance 
with the County’s Bikeway Master Plan, on roads shown in figure TC-1 [from the El 
Dorado County General Plan, included as Appendix I] when road width, safety, and 
operational conditions permit safe bicycle operation.  

 
Policy TC-4g: The County shall support the development of facilities that help link 
bicycling with other modes of transportation.  

 
Policy TC-4h: Where hiking and equestrian trails abut public roads, they should be 
separated from the travel lanes whenever possible by curbs and barriers (such as 
fences or rails), landscape buffering, and spatial distance. Existing public corridors such 
as power transmission line easements, railroad rights-of-way, irrigation district 
easements, and roads should be put to multiple use for trails, where possible.  

 
Policy TC-4i: Within Community Regions and Rural Centers, all development shall 
include pedestrian/bike paths connecting adjacent development to schools, parks, 
commercial areas and other facilities where feasible. In Rural Regions, pedestrian/bike 
paths shall be considered as appropriate.  

 
The 1990 City of Placerville General Plan includes the following Goals and Policies related to 
bicycle transportation: 
 

Goal E: To provide a safe and secure bicycle route system.  
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Policies: 
1. The City shall develop an inner-city bicycle route master plan.  

2. Wherever possible, bicycle facilities should be separate from roadways and 
walkways.  

3. The City shall limit on-street bicycle routes to those streets where available roadway 
width and traffic volumes permit safe coexistence of bicycle and motor vehicle traffic.  

4. The City shall promote the development of bicycle routes that follow the contours of 
the land and are compatible with the terrain.  

5. The City shall promote the development of bicycle routes in major development 
areas and along railroad rights-of-way.  

6. The City shall promote development of bicycle routes and/or trails that connect parks 
and schools that link the Ray Lawyer Drive/Placerville Drive area with downtown, 
and that link the Apple Hill area with Placerville.  

7. The City shall encourage the development of a bike trail through the City utilizing the 
Southern Pacific and Michigan/California Railroad rights-of-way. This trail could 
provide an opportunity to connect to other trail systems such as the American River 
Bikeway in Sacramento County.  

8. Any future development adjacent to a bike trail shall be required to analyze impacts 
of the development on the bike trail and mitigate to the greatest extent possible 
identified impacts.  

 
In addition to the above goals, the City of Placerville General Plan includes an implementation 
program goal of preparing and adopting a Bicycle Route Master Plan and appropriate bicycle 
lane and street standards. 
 

PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES EXISTING CONDITIONS 
The Design Improvements Standards Manual is the document used by the El Dorado County 
Planning Department to place conditions on developments as related (primarily) to sidewalks.  
 
A majority of the new commercial developments in the communities within El Dorado County 
have existing sidewalks on the roads fronting the shopping centers. Many of the newer 
residential developments also have sidewalks throughout. Some adopted specific plans have 
policies with regard to trails, sidewalks and equestrian/hiking trails within the developments. 
 
The City of Placerville is in the process of developing a Non-Motorized Transportation Plan 
(Spring 2005) with an overall goal of providing a safe, efficient and convenient network of non-
motorized facilities that establish alternative transportation as a viable option in the City of 
Placerville. The plan includes an inventory of the sidewalk conditions to the extent which they 
provide a transportation benefit. The Non-Motorized Transportation Plan includes proposals for 
new bikeway facilities but does not include specific proposals for additional sidewalks.   
 
The 2004 El Dorado County General Plan contains the following goal pertaining to pedestrian 
facilities  To provide safe, continuous, and accessible sidewalks and pedestrian facilities as a 
viable alternative transportation mode.  
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Specific Policies related to pedestrian facilities are as follows: 
 

Policy TC-5a: Sidewalks and curbs shall be required throughout residential 
subdivisions, including land divisions created through the parcel map process, where 
any residential lot or parcel size is 10,000 square feet or less.  

 
Policy TC-5b: In commercial and research and development subdivisions, curbs and 
sidewalks shall be required on all roads. Sidewalks in industrial subdivisions may be 
required as appropriate. 

 
Policy TC-5c: Roads adjacent to schools or parks shall have curbs and sidewalks.  

 
The 1990 City of Placerville General Plan includes the following Goals and Policies related to 
pedestrian facilities and circulation: 
 

Goal F: To promote convenient and safe pedestrian circulation.  
 

Policies: 
1. Pedestrian Circulation needs and convenience in the downtown shall be given 

priority over the needs of through-traffic.  

2. The City shall continue to enforce its program requiring adjoining property owners to 
repair and replace sidewalks in older neighborhoods to increase pedestrian safety 
and convenience.  

3. In approving development projects, the City shall continue to require the construction 
of sidewalks connecting major pedestrian destinations, such as schools, hospitals, 
and government centers.  

4. Where deemed necessary and appropriate, the City shall undertake construction of 
sidewalks connecting major pedestrian destinations, such as schools, hospitals, and 
government centers.  

5. The City shall require all developments with a density of R1-20,000 [maximum 
density 2.18 dwelling units per acre] or greater to provide a sidewalk on at least one 
side of any street that is developed as part of the project or is used as a perimeter 
street by that project.  

6. The City shall require all multi-family developments to provide sidewalks on both 
sides of any street that is developed as part of the project and on one side of any 
street that is used as a perimeter street by that project. 

7. The City shall promote the construction of pedestrian overpasses along Highway 50 
in conjunction with future highway construction.  

 
The El Dorado County and City of Placerville General Plan goals and policies are consistent 
with the goals, objectives and policies of the El Dorado County RTP. 
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BICYCLE FACILITIES EXISTING CONDITONS 
The most commonly used bikeway design standards are contained in the Caltrans Highway 
Design Manual, Chapter 1000 – Bikeway Planning and Design, dated February 1, 2001. The 
Caltrans standards are based largely on standards developed by the American Association of 
State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO). The Manual of Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices, Federal Highway Administration, 1988, contains standards for bikeway signing. Brief 
descriptions of the three most common bikeway facilities and their typical cross sections are as 
follows: 
 
Class I Bikeway (Bike 
Path) – Provides a 
completely separated 
facility designed for the 
exclusive use of bicycles 
and pedestrians with 
minimal cross flows by 
motorists. Minimum paved 
width is eight feet for two-
way travel and five feet for 
one-way travel. Bike paths 
closer than 5 feet (1.5 
meters) from the edge of 
the shoulder shall include 
a physical barrier to 
prevent bicyclists from 
encroaching into the 
roadway.   
 
Class II Bikeway (Bike 
Lane) – Provides a striped 
lane for one-way bicycle 
travel on a street or 
highway. The minimum 
width for a bike lane is 
four feet, but can be wider 
depending on adjacent 
parking, curb and gutter 
configurations.  
 
Class III Bikeway (Bike 
Route) – Provides for 
shared use with 
pedestrian and motor vehicle traffic. Signs or permanent markings designate a bike route, and 
there is no minimum width since it is a shared use facility. 
 
EXISTING BIKEWAYS IN EL DORADO COUNTY  

Official Class I, II and III bicycle facilities that meet Caltrans standards are limited in El Dorado 
County. The El Dorado County Bicycle Transportation Plan includes an exhaustive inventory of 
the shoulder conditions of a vast majority of the County’s roadways.  
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The existing bicycle facilities in El Dorado County are described in Table 10-1.  The table 
includes two segments of Class I bike path, and two segments of Class II bike lanes. Various 
signs exist around the county as well, and they are also included in the table.  
 
TABLE 10-1:  EXISTING BIKEWAYS IN EL DORADO COUNTY 
 

LOCATION TYPE OF BIKEWAY FACILITY 

El Dorado Hills  Class II Bike Lanes on Sophia Parkway 

El Dorado Hills Boulevard Class I Bike Path – Near Serrano Parkway to Woedee Drive 

El Dorado Hills Three signs, 1 at Harvard Way, 2 at Governor’s Drive 
Intersection 

El Dorado County near 
Latrobe  Bicycle Warning Sign on Latrobe Road 

El Dorado County near 
Diamond Springs 

Class II Bike Lanes on Missouri Flat Road from US 50 to 
Southern Pacific Transportation Corridor (SPTC) Right of 
Way 

El Dorado County near 
Diamond Springs  

Bicycle Warning Sign near Koki Lane on SR 49 

El Dorado County near 
Coloma 

Two Bicycle Warning Signs/Share the Road Signs 

El Dorado County near 
Folsom 

Bicycle Warning Sign on Salmon Falls Road 

El Dorado Trail – near 
Placerville 

Class I Bikeway – Jacquier Road to Parkway Drive, includes 
US 50 overcrossing 

 
EXISTING BIKEWAYS IN THE CITY OF PLACERVILLE  

The City of Placerville has developed four bikeway projects, listed in Table 10-2.  The City has 
been actively pursuing the development of the El Dorado Trail bike path on the Michigan-
California railroad right of way, and segments of the abandoned Southern Pacific railroad right 
of way owned by Caltrans within the City of Placerville.  
 

TABLE 10-2:  EXISTING BIKEWAYS IN THE CITY OF PLACERVILLE 
 

LOCATION TYPE OF BIKEWAY FACILITY 

Placerville Drive Class II Bike Lanes 

Ray Lawyer Drive Class II Bike Lanes 

El Dorado Trail Class I Bikeway – Dimity Road to Jacquier Road 

El Dorado Trail Class I Bikeway – Dimity Road to Mosquito Road 

 
Figures 10-1 through 10-7 show the existing bicycle facilities in El Dorado County and the City 
of Placerville. 
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NON-MOTORIZED TRANSPORTATION NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
Bikeway and pedestrian paths are widely used for recreation and leisure, and their construction 
may contribute to increased commuter use. Many recent studies document the potential of the 
bicycle as a transportation mode. A Harris Poll conducted in 1991 found that nearly half (46%) 
of American adults age 18 or above had bicycled in the past year. Of these; 
 
� 46% would sometimes commute by bicycle if safe bicycle lanes were available 

� 53% would if they had safe, separate, designated paths on which to ride 

� 45% would if their workplace had showers, lockers, and secure bicycle storage; and 

� 47% would if their employer offered financial or other incentives 

Source: National Bicycling and Walking Study, U.S. Dept. Of Transportation 
 
Many factors influence the decision to bicycle, and studies show that the primary factor is lack of 
safe facilities. In order for non-motorized transportation to be a viable transportation option, it 
must be safe, attractive, and easy to use. Generally this includes use of pathway design 
techniques that promote safety and eliminate barriers, and the placement of paths in sufficient 
location and numbers to connect with important activity centers such as schools, parks, 
shopping centers, and residential areas. 
 

NON-MOTORIZED TRANSPORTATION ACTION PLAN 
 
The Action Element of the RTP consists of short term and long term projects and activities that 
address regional transportation issues and needs.  The federal conformity regulations (Title 40 
CFR 93.106, Content of Transportation Plans) identify the short term horizon as a period up to 
10 years in the future and the long term horizon as projects or activities 20 years and beyond.  
The Action Element implements the Policy Element and must be consistent with the financial 
constraints identified in the Financial Element and must conform with the air quality State 
Implementation Plan (SIP). 
 
The Action Plan for non-motorized transportation includes projects derived from the El Dorado 
County Bicycle Transportation Plan and from the City of Placerville Non-Motorized 
Transportation Plan.  Table 10-3 is the RTP short term action plan which takes into account the 
historical and projected funding levels in El Dorado County for non-motorized projects. The long 
term action plan in Appendix J includes projects from Tiers 2 and 3 from the El Dorado County 
Bicycle Transportation Plan. Appendix J also includes long term projects from the City of 
Placerville Non-Motorized Transportation Plan to be completed beyond the 20 year horizon.  
 
The Non-Motorized Action Plan implements Goal 5 of the Policy Element of this RTP, which 
pertains to non-motorized transportation and reads as follows: Promote a safe, convenient, and 
efficient non-motorized transportation system which is part of a balanced overall transportation 
system. 
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TABLE 10-3:  NON-MOTORIZED TRANSPORTATION SHORT TERM ACTION PLAN  
(UP TO 10 YEARS) 
 

PROJECT SEGMENT/DESCRIPTION 

PLANNING 
LEVEL 
COST 

ESTIMATE 

RESPONSIBLE/SUPPORT 
AGENCY 

US 50 Grade 
Separated 
Crossing in El 
Dorado Hills 

Over or undercrossing from Raley’s 
Center to El Dorado Hills Town 
Center 

$2.0 M 

El Dorado County DOT,  
El Dorado County Parks 
and Recreation,  
El Dorado Hills CSD 

SPTC – El 
Dorado Trail – 
Ray Lawyer to 
Missouri Flat 

Class I Bike Path from Ray Lawyer 
Drive (in the City of Placerville) to 
Missouri Flat Road 

1.2 M

El Dorado County DOT,  
El Dorado County Parks 
and Recreation,  
City of Placerville 

El Dorado Hills to 
Bass Lake 
Connection – 
(phase 1) 

Class III Bike Route on Tong Road, 
Class III Bike Route on Old Bass 
Lake Road, use existing roadway as 
Class I Bike Path between gates from 
Tong to Old Bass Lake Road 

25,000 El Dorado County DOT, 
El Dorado Hills CSD 

Green Valley 
Road Bike Lanes 

Class II Bike Lanes from the County 
Line to Cameron Park Drive 50,000 El Dorado County DOT,  

El Dorado Hills CSD 

Silva Valley Road 
Bike Lanes  

From the new connection with White 
Rock Road to Green Valley Road 700,000 El Dorado County DOT,  

El Dorado Hills CSD 

El Dorado Hills 
Boulevard Bike 
Path – (phase 1) 

Sign and stripe existing Class I Paths 
in two locations: 1) From Harvard 
Way to St. Andrews 2) From 
Governors Drive to Brittney Way 

10,000 El Dorado County DOT,  
El Dorado Hills CSD 

Bass Lake Road 
Bike Lanes 

Class II Bike Lanes from Green 
Valley Road to US 50 1.5 M El Dorado County DOT,  

El Dorado Hills CSD 

White Rock Road 
Bike lanes 

Entire Length, to County Line 175,000 El Dorado County DOT,  
El Dorado Hills CSD 

Northside School 
Bike Path and 
Class II Bike 
Lanes 

Class I Bike Path from Northside 
School in Cool to SR 49/193 
intersection. Class II Bike Lanes on 
SR 193 from SR 49 to the Community 
of Auburn Lake Trails. 

1.0 M
El Dorado County DOT,  
Georgetown Divide Parks 
and Recreation District 

Cameron Park 
Drive Bike Lanes Entire Length 525,000 El Dorado County DOT 

El Dorado Trail in 
Placerville – Main 
Street to Ray 
Lawyer Drive 

Main Street/Placerville Drive (future 
connection) to Ray Lawyer Drive 400,000 City of Placerville, Caltrans 

Placerville Drive 
Mallard Lane, 
Green Valley 
Road Bike Lanes 

Mallard Lane from City Limit to Green 
Valley Road, Green Valley Road from 
Mallard Lane to Placerville Drive, and 
Placerville Drive from Ray Lawyer 
Drive to US 50, and on the bridge 
over Hangtown Creek 

400,000 City of Placerville 
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TABLE 10-3: NON-MOTORIZED TRANSPORTATION SHORT TERM ACTION PLAN  
(UP TO 10 YEARS) 

PROJECT SEGMENT/DESCRIPTION 

PLANNING 
LEVEL 
COST 

ESTIMATE 

RESPONSIBLE/SUPPORT 
AGENCY 

El Dorado Hills Blvd 
Bike Lanes 

Phase 1: Saratoga Way to 
Governor Dr./St. Andrews $437,500 El Dorado County DOT,  

El Dorado Hills CSD 

El Dorado Hills Blvd 
Bike Path 

Phase 2: Utilizing an existing 
golf cart undercrossing of 
Serrano Parkway, extend the 
bike path from the current 
terminus at Serrano Parkway to 
Raley’s Center 

200,000 El Dorado County DOT,  
El Dorado Hills CSD 

Harvard Way Bike 
Path 

From Clermont Road to El 
Dorado Hills Boulevard 

200,000 El Dorado County DOT,  
El Dorado Hills CSD 

Bike Path Parallel to 
US 50 on the north 
side -EDH to Bass 
Lake Connection 

Phase 2: EDH to Bass Lake 
Connection 
From Silva Valley Road to El 
Dorado Hills Town Center  

300,000 El Dorado County DOT,  
El Dorado Hills CSD 

Country Club Drive 
Bike Lanes 

Phase 1: Bass Lake Road to 
Cambridge Road 350,000 El Dorado County DOT 

Meder Road Bike 
Lanes 

Phase 1: Cameron Park Drive 
to Paloran Court 175,000 El Dorado County DOT 

Palmer Drive Bike 
Lanes 

Entire Length 87,500 El Dorado County DOT 

Coach Lane Bike 
Lanes 

Entire Length 131,250 El Dorado County DOT 

Palmer Drive Bike 
Path Connection 

From Wild Chaparral Drive to 
Palmer Drive 200,000 El Dorado County DOT 

Durock Road Bike 
Lanes 

Entire Length 350,000 El Dorado County DOT 

Ponderosa Road Bike 
Lanes 

US 50 to Meder Road 131,250 El Dorado County DOT 

Latrobe Road Bike 
Lanes 

Investment Boulevard to Deer 
Creek/SPTC 525,000 El Dorado County DOT 

SPTC/El Dorado Trail Phase 3: Latrobe Road to 
County Line 

2.4 M
El Dorado County DOT,  
El Dorado Hills CSD 
Potential Developer Funds 

Missouri Flat Road 
Bike Lanes 

Phase 1: Campus Drive to 
existing Class II on the south 
side of US 50 

350,000 El Dorado County DOT 

Missouri Flat Road 
Bike Lanes 

Phase 2: SPTC near Wal-Mart 
to Pleasant Valley Road 175,000 El Dorado County DOT 

Jaquier Road Bike 
Lanes 

Placerville City limit to Carson 
Road 

175,000 El Dorado County DOT 
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TABLE 10-3: NON-MOTORIZED TRANSPORTATION SHORT TERM ACTION PLAN  
(UP TO 10 YEARS) 

PROJECT SEGMENT/DESCRIPTION 

PLANNING 
LEVEL 
COST 

ESTIMATE 

RESPONSIBLE/SUPPORT 
AGENCY 

Pleasant Valley Road 
Bike Lanes 

Phase 1: Big Cut Road to 
Missouri Flat Road 

$350,000 El Dorado County DOT 

Pleasant Valley Road 
Bike Lanes 

Phase 2: Missouri Flat Road to 
Mother Lode Drive 525,000 El Dorado County DOT 

Mother Lode Drive 
Bike Lanes 

Phase 1: Missouri Flat Road to 
Lindberg Ave  175,000 El Dorado County DOT 

Enterprise Drive Bike 
Route 

Entire Length 1,000 El Dorado County DOT 

Gold Hill Road Bike 
Route 

State Route 49 to Lotus Road 4,000 El Dorado County DOT 

Commerce Way Bike 
Route Entire Length 1,000 El Dorado County DOT 

Pleasant Valley Road 
Bike Lanes 

Bluff Road to Blackhawk Lane 262,500 El Dorado County DOT 

Carson Road Bike 
Lanes 

Jaquier Rd to Larsen Drive (on 
climbing shoulder) 

787,500 El Dorado County DOT 

Lotus Road Bike 
Lanes 

Phase 1: Gold Hill Road to SR 
49 525,000 El Dorado County DOT 

Gold Hill Road Bike 
Route 

SR 49 to Lotus Road 4,000 El Dorado County DOT 

 

 

LONG TERM ACTION PLAN INCLUDED AS APPENDIX J 












