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Table 5 identifies major employers located in Western El Dorado County, according to the El Dorado 
County Demographic Profile (CSUC, Center for Economic Development, 2005). As shown, 
approximately 46 percent of the employers are within the “services” trade; this is consistent with the 
County’s findings for overall employers which showed that the “services” sector accounted for the 
majority of employers throughout the County, at 30.5 percent. It is also worth noting that many of these 
largest employers are not currently on an EDCTA local route. 
 
MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION TO WORK 
 
Table 6 presents the means of transportation to work for employed Western El Dorado County residents. 
Based on the information collected from the 2000 U.S. Census, the majority of employed residents (77.7 
percent) drove alone, while 12.8 percent carpooled. In addition, 1.5 percent walked, 1.3 percent used 
public transportation, 0.8 percent used “other” means (including motorcycles), and none bicycled. An 
estimated 6.0 percent of employed persons worked at home, which is significantly higher than the 
statewide average of 3.2 percent.  
 
According to data results from the 2006 American Community Survey conducted by the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the transportation patterns of residents countywide has changed slightly (data specifically for the 
western portion of the County is not available). The 2000 Census indicated that Countywide, only 0.3 
percent of residents biked to work; the 2006 data reveals that this has increased to 1.2 percent. 
Additionally, the number of employed residents that walk to work has increased from 2.2 percent to 2.6 
percent; however use of public transportation overall has decreased from 1.8 percent to 1.2 percent, and 
carpooling now captures 12.1 percent of employed residents, a decrease of 1.2 percent from the 2000 
Census. A larger proportion of residents are working from home, 6.6 percent throughout the County 
compared to 5.8 percent in 2000, which may attribute to the decreases and variations within the last six 
years. 
 

TABLE 4:  El Dorado Countywide 2007 Labor Force Data

Area / Subarea Labor Force Employed Unemployed
% 

Unemployed

El Dorado County 93,600 89,300 4,300 4.8%

Cameron Park CDP 9,300 9,000 300 3.3%
Diamond Springs CDP 2,400 2,300 100 4.3%
El Dorado Hills CDP 10,800 10,500 300 2.9%
Georgetown CDP 500 500 0 0.0%
Placerville City 5,400 5,000 400 8.0%
Pollock Pines CDP 2,500 2,400 100 4.2%
Shingle Springs CDP 1,700 1,600 100 6.3%

Subarea Total 32,600 31,300 1,300 4.2%

Source: CA Employment Development Department, Labor Market Information Division, September 2007
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TABLE 5: Major Employers in Western El Dorado County

Employer Type of Business Location
Total No. 

Employees

DST Output / DST Innovis Services El Dorado Hills 1,000 to 4,999
Blue Shield Services El Dorado Hills 1,000 to 4,999
Amdocs Ltd. Publishing El Dorado Hills 1,000 to 4,999
Marshall Hospital Services Placerville 1,000 to 4,999

Raley's / Bel Air Services El Dorado Hills, Cameron 
Park, Placerville 500 to 999

End Wave Corp. Services Diamond Springs 250 to 499
El Dorado County Sheriff Government Placerville 250 to 499
More Recycling Services Placerville 250 to 499
McClone Construction Co. Construction Shingle Springs 250 to 499
Fortune 800 Services El Dorado Hills 250 to 499
Roebbelen Contracting and Land Construction El Dorado Hills 250 to 499
El Dorado County Social Services Government Placerville 100 to 249
El Dorado County Financial Aid Government Placerville 100 to 249
El Dorado Irrigation District Public Utility Placerville 100 to 249

Source:  El Dorado County Demographic Profie, CSUC Center for Economic Development, 2005.

TABLE 6: Estimated Travel-To-Work Mode Split

Travel Mode No. of People % of Total

Drove alone 42,653 77.7%
Carpooled 7,034 12.8%
Public transportation 688 1.3%
Bicycle 0 0.0%
Walked 806 1.5%
Other means (incl. motorcycle) 432 0.8%
Worked at home 3,282 6.0%
Total 54,895 100.0%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

2000 U.S. Census
Western El Dorado County
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COMMUTE PATTERNS 
 
The 2000 U.S. Census results indicate that slightly more than one-half (55 percent) of the employed 
County residents commute to jobs within the County, while approximately 27 percent travel to nearby 
Sacramento County, as shown in Table 7. It is safe to assume that the majority of Western El Dorado 
County residents are commuting to Sacramento, Placer, Yolo, Amador, and other California Counties, 
while residents of the eastern portion of the County (such as South Lake Tahoe), are commuting to 
bordering Nevada counties, such as Douglas County and Carson City.  
 
Sacramento County residents represent 60.6 percent of commuters traveling into El Dorado County, 
followed by Douglas County, Nevada (10.8 percent) and Placer County (10.6 percent). Again, it is likely 
that those traveling from counties in Nevada are working in South Lake Tahoe or nearby surrounding 
areas within the eastern portion of the County.  
 
TRAFFIC CONDITIONS 
 
Existing Roadway Level of Service  
 
An important consideration in the provision of transit service is the degree and characteristics of traffic 
congestion in the community. Traffic congestion can benefit transit service (so long as transit services are 
not delayed by the congestion) in that service opportunities may be created that allow passengers quicker 
and more convenient trip-making. On the other hand, congestion can delay transit vehicles operating in 
mixed traffic, thereby reducing the attractiveness of service, as well as increasing operating costs. 
  
To date, the Western El Dorado County area has been fortunate in avoiding widespread traffic congestion 
problems. There are, however, specific traffic problem areas, as presented below. Each roadway segment 
listed operates at Level of Service (LOS) D or worse (El Dorado County Regional Transportation Plan, 
2005). The LOS scale ranges from “A” (free-flowing) to “F” (stop-and-go congestion). Roadways with 
existing LOS of D or below consist of the following: 
 
 *Cameron Park Drive:  from Coach Lane to Green Valley Road 

 
 El Dorado Hills Boulevard:  from US 50 to Lassen Lane and Andrews Drive to Francisco Drive 

 
 Green Valley Road:  from the County line to Salmon Falls Road and from Seknon Falls Road to 

Cameron Drive 
 
 *Missouri Flat Road:  from Headington Road to SR 49 

 
 Mother Lode Drive:  from S. Shingle Road to Pleasant Valley Road 

 
 *Pleasant Valley Road:  from SR 49(N) to Bucks Bar Road 

 
 Ponderosa Road:  from US 50 to Meder Road 

 
 South Shingle Road:  from Durock Road to US 50 

 
 *SR 49:  from Pleasant Valley Road to Missouri Flat Road and SR 193 to County line 
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 *US 50:  eastbound from Bass Lake Road to Ponderosa Road, from the County line to El Dorado 
Hills Boulevard, and Sly Park Road to Echo Lake 

 
According to the Regional Transportation Plan as well as the County General Plan, several roadways 
within the County are permitted to operate at a LOS F, which are denoted above by an asterisk (*), due to 
the fact that the roadways are improved to their maximum width given right-of-way and physical 
limitations. Additional roadway segments are also found on Cambridge Road. The 2004 General Plan 
included a policy that the County may not add additional segments of roadways to the list without voter 
approval. 
 
PLANNED DEVELOPMENT 
 
Placerville Projects 
 
As the City of Placerville has limited undeveloped commercially zoned property within its boundaries, 
most commercial projects are infill and relatively small in scale. Relatively large commercial projects 
consist of the following: 
 
 A new headquarters complex for El Dorado Irrigation District on Mosquito Road consisting of 15,800 

square feet of office and an 11,900 square foot shop.  
 

 Grading has been completed for a 19,400 square foot office building at Main Street and Pacific Street, 
which will be completed in 2008/09.  
 

 A 10,120 square foot mixed residential-commercial project has been planned but not permitted along 
Spring Street.  

 
 A 5,000 square foot commercial retail project at Broadway and Schnell School Road is on hold while 

undergoing revisions.  
 

 Two office buildings of between 1,900 and 3,200 square feet are in construction along Mallard Lane.  
 
 Construction recently began on a 109 room Holiday Inn Express on Smith Flat Road just north of the 

Point View Road off ramp on US 50. The project includes a 1,500-foot road which will connect the 
freeway off ramp at Point View Drive to Smith Flat Road, Jacquier Road and the Apple Valley 
region. 
 

In addition, a 45,000 square foot surgery unit planned for a site along Marshall Way.  
 
There are also a number of approved and pending residential developments: 
 
 An Eskaton Senior Community is planned for a site on Blairs Lane west of Wiltse Road. The Eskaton 

project has started construction of some of the 113 single-family units. The plan also includes 64 
condominiums, 60 assisted living apartments, and 40 special care units. 
 

 A subdivision is currently under development west of Mallard Lane near the water treatment facility. 
The project near the water treatment facility called The Ridge at Orchard Hill includes an unspecified 
number of single family units for seniors, with 156 houses to be built in all. Four age-non-restrictive 
houses are currently under construction for this project.  
 

There are no other significant residential projects at this time. 
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El Dorado County Projects 
 
Unincorporated El Dorado County has experienced extensive growth in the past decade, particularly in 
the western portion. Numerous large bedroom communities and subdivisions have been built in El 
Dorado Hills and Cameron Park. Commercial growth has also increased substantially, particularly in El 
Dorado Hills, including large retail developments near the intersection of Latrobe Road and White Rock 
Road and several business parks south of US 50 along Latrobe Road. While it is anticipated that 
residential building will slow somewhat due to the slack housing market, requests for entitlements are 
currently continuing at a steady pace to ensure that plans are recorded. At least one residential developer 
has requested to have land rezoned as commercial. Commercial growth is expected to continue at a rapid 
pace. Currently vacant commercial spaces are being occupied. For example, the Bureau of Land 
Management is moving some operations to El Dorado Hills, and several “big-box” stores are anticipated 
to move to El Dorado Hills and Cameron Park. In addition, many commercial plans are in the design 
review stage and growth is anticipated in several key locations, including the following: 
 
 Along Green Valley Road, near Francisco Drive and near Cameron Park Drive. 

 
 Barnett Business Park off Durock Road in Shingle Springs is continuing to grow. 

 
 There is a lot of commercial activity near the airport in Cameron Park. In particular, a large project 

called the Cameron Park Bowl is planned on Cameron Park Drive across from the airport, with a 
bowling alley, arcade, and indoor miniature golf course.  

 
 A million square-foot mixed commercial project is planned along Latrobe Road several miles south 

of US 50 (near the current third Business Park entrance). 
 
 A commercial project is planned for Serrano Village near Bass Lake Road. 

 
 Town Center West will continue to develop, and Town Center East will build out with two additional 

major retailers. 
 
 North of US 50 along Missouri Flat Road, significant commercial development is planned behind K-

Mart at Headington Road extension.  
 
 South of US 50 along Missouri Flat Extension, conceptual plans have been prepared for a commercial 

project including a Walgreen’s and Goodyear tire store. 
 
 The Red Hawk Casino, expected to employ 7,000 individuals, will be constructed in fall of 2008 in 

Shingle Springs. 
 
El Dorado County planners noted that most of the conceptual plans they receive come to fruition.  
 
Transportation and Roadway Related Projects 
 
With the expected growth and development in the region and the current congestion along US 50, there 
has been a strong emphasis on planning for improvements to the highway corridor. The Sacramento 
Regional Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Plan (MTIP), El Dorado Regional Transportation  
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Plan (RTP), and the Sacramento Regional Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) all identify projects 
along the US 50 Corridor in order to address current and forecast traffic levels. A summary of these 
planned projects are listed below: 
 
 High occupancy vehicle lanes are proposed in each direction in the median of US 50 from the El 

Dorado Hills Boulevard interchange to the South Shingle Road/Ponderosa Road overcrossing. Phase 
III of the project will extend high occupancy lanes to Greenstone Road. The project will include 
bridge modifications, lighting improvements, new overlay, and CHP enforcement areas.  

 
 A new interchange is planned on US 50 at Silva Valley Parkway and US 50 in El Dorado Hills, 

including new auxiliary lanes in both the eastbound and westbound directions.  
 
 The US 50/Bass Lake Road interchange is planned to be improved by widening off- and on-ramps, 

installing new traffic signals, adding auxiliary lanes, and lengthening bridges.  
 
 A new interchange on US 50 is planned for the new Red Hawk Casino project of the Shingle Springs 

Rancheria and will be located between Shingle Springs Drive and the Greenstone Road interchange. 
The purpose of the project is to provide open access to and from the Shingle Springs Rancheria and 
US 50.  

 
 Major reconstruction is underway for the Missouri Flat Road interchange in Placerville. The project 

will modify the existing interchange, widen Weber Creek Bridge, and improve bicycle and pedestrian 
access across US 50 at the interchange. The project will relieve existing congestion, add capacity, and 
provide safety improvements to the interchange and surrounding areas. 

 
 Alterations to the existing Ray Lawyer Drive overpass in Placerville are also planned, converting this 

to a full interchange and adding auxiliary lanes in the westbound and eastbound directions. The 
interchange at Forni Road and Placerville Drive will also be reconstructed and overcrossing 
improvements will be made on Placerville Drive as part of the project.  

 
 The “Placerville US 50 Operational Improvement Project” is an extensive project along the US 50 

Corridor between Placerville Drive on the west and Clay Street on the east. Once completed in 2009, 
the project will provide a direct connection between Placerville Drive and Main Street that avoids the 
current route on US 50 and will also add turn and travel lanes, provide environmental remediation, 
improve traffic signals, and provide decorative bridge railings, historic lighting, fencing, and 
additional signage.  

 
EXISTING PLANNING PROCESSES 
 
A key step in any physical planning process – particularly one that considers a longer planning horizon – 
is the careful consideration of other ongoing planning processes in the area. This section presents a review 
of these recent and concurrent planning studies, and considers how each impacts the potential for future 
transit services. 
 
El Dorado County General Plan 
 
El Dorado County adopted its current General Plan in July 2004, and began implementing the plan in 
April 2006. The General Plan includes an introduction and nine elements. Two of the elements, Land Use, 
and Transportation and Circulation, are the central elements for the entire planning process. The  
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following is a list of goals found in the General Plan’s Transportation and Circulation Element that are 
relevant to transportation as addressed in the SRTP: 
 
 “To plan for and provide a unified, coordinated, and cost-efficient countywide road and highway 

system that ensures the safe, orderly, and efficient movement of people and goods. 
 
 To coordinate planning and implementation of roadway improvements with new development to 

maintain adequate levels of service on County roads. 
 
 To promote a safe and efficient transit system that provides service to all residents, including senior 

citizens, youths, the disabled, and those without access to automobiles that also helps to reduce 
congestion, and improves the environment. 

 
 To reduce travel demand on the County’s roadway system and maximize the operating efficiency of 

transportation facilities, thereby reducing the quantity of motor vehicle emissions and the amount of 
investment required in new or expanded facilities. 

 
 To provide a safe, continuous, and easily accessible non-motorized transportation system that 

facilitates the use of the viable alternative transportation modes. 
 
 To provide safe, continuous, and accessible sidewalks and pedestrian facilities as a viable 

transportation mode.” 
 
The Land Use Element must be correlated with the Transportation and Circulation Element, according to 
state law. Therefore, many policies and goals included in the Land Use Element are designed to address 
land use patterns which are directly related to circulation and transportation issues. One transit-related 
goal from this element is:  
 

“Protection and conservation of existing communities and rural centers; creation of 
new sustainable communities; curtailment of urban/suburban sprawl; location and 
intensity of future development consistent with the availability of adequate 
infrastructure; and mixed and balanced uses that promote use of alternate 
transportation systems.” 

 
The County has also set forth a policy related to this goal in which a joint County/City task force is 
established to develop complementary land use designation, zoning, transportation, andfunding plans to 
protect existing and to encourage new developments. By doing so, the area will be developed in an 
organized manner and will have the opportunity to better address regional transportation and transit needs 
accordingly. 
 
Elk Grove – Rancho Cordova – El Dorado Connector 
 
The Elk Grove-Rancho Cordova-El Dorado Connector is a future project in the Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan for 2025. This multi-modal transportation corridor will connect the three areas and 
will link residential areas and employment centers. In addition to roadway facilities, bicycle, transit and 
pedestrian facilities are included as travel options through the corridor. The Elk Grove-Rancho Cordova-
El Dorado Connector Concept Plan was developed as a result of the projected growth of the Sacramento 
and El Dorado areas. Specifically, Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG) has forecast that  
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the number of households in south/east Sacramento County and Western El Dorado County will increase 
by approximately 140 percent by 2032 (based on 2005 data), while employment is expected to nearly 
double. The following bulleted items provide details on the project’s intent and strategies: 
 
 The connector is designed to address the loss of access to job centers due to increased growth (both in 

population and employment) and concerns regarding the effect of development on open space and 
habitat preservation. 

 
 The project will improve access, mobility, and develop new connections between the three areas; 

preserve open space and wildlife habitat; enhance economic vitality; and bring jurisdictions together 
to maximize funding.  

 
 Five alternatives were developed, all of which address roadway facilities, transit facilities and 

services, non-motorized travel facilities, and open space/land use priorities. Transit features are 
intended to provide more travel choices and to reduce the necessity to travel by automobile alone. 
Fixed-route bus service on major arterials and key corridors (trunk line service), commuter/express 
service and Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) service were examined.  

 
Sacramento Regional Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 
 
The Sacramento Region MTP for 2025 outlines 20 years of improvements to El Dorado County’s 
regional transportation system, including the following:  
 
 Operational improvements on US 50 from West Placerville Drive to Bedford. Completion Year 2009 

 
 Widen shoulders on SR 49 near Ore Court Road to China Hill Road. Completion Year 2010 

 
 On US 50 through Camino, conduct preliminary planning, engineering and environmental analysis 

for the conversion of the expressway to a freeway and future construction of a new interchange. 
Completion Year 2015 

 
 Realign Main Street in Placerville to provide two one-way roadways from Washington Street to 

Broadway at the US 50 westbound off-ramp. Completion Year 2017 
 
 Extend the two-lane road in the City of Placerville on Point View Drive from Broadway to Smith Flat 

Road. Completion Year 2008 
 
 Miscellaneous road widening projects on Forni Road, Washington Street, Cambridge Road, Cameron 

Park Drive, Durock Road, El Dorado Hills Boulevard, Green Valley Road, Latrobe Road, Missouri 
Flat Road, Mother Lode Drive, Pleasant Valley Road, Silva Valley Parkway, South Shingle Road, 
and White Rock Road. Completion Years 2007–2025  

 
 New two-lane road on Country Club Drive from Bass Lake Road to Merrychase Drive parallel to US 

50 and from Bass Lake Road to Silva Valley Parkway parallel to US 50. Completion Year 2022 
 
 Replace existing bridge on Green Valley Road at Tennessee Creek. Completion Year 2010 

 
 New two-lane divided roadway from Missouri Flat Road to Pleasant Valley Road/SR 49 at Fowler 

Lane. Completion Year 2010 
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 New two-lane road on Palmer Drive between Wild Chaparral Drive and Palmer Drive. Completion 
Year 2010 

 
 Intersection improvements at Buck’s Bar Road and Pleasant Valley Road. Completion Year 2019 

 
 New four-lane undivided road from the County line to Arrowhead Drive on Saratoga Way. 

Completion Year 2010 
 
 At US 50 and El Dorado Hills Boulevard, new auxiliary lanes halfway to the east Silva Valley Road 

interchange and auxiliary lane westbound to the County line. Completion Year 2010 
 
 Miscellaneous interchange improvements on Bass Lake Road, Cameron Park Drive, El Dorado Road, 

Missouri Flat Road, and Ponderosa Road. Completion Year 2008–2010 
 
 Purchase an additional 12 commuter buses (4 buses every three years) and replace after ten years. 

Completion Year 2025 
 
 Construction of Central Park-and-Ride facility in Diamond Springs. Completion Year 2008 

 
 Purchase an additional 40 buses (10 buses every four years) to provide commuter services. 

Acquisition Year 2025 
 
Sacramento Regional Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program (MTIP)  
 
The MTIP includes funded transportation improvement projects which are scheduled for implementation 
in the short-term. The MTIP must be consistent with the goals and long-term objectives of the MTP. The 
SACOG 2007/09 MTIP currently calls for the following roadway improvements relating to transit in 
Western El Dorado County: 
 
 Silva Valley/US 50 interchange – construct new interchange with overpass and ramps at US 50 and 

Silva Valley Road; add auxiliary lanes halfway to the next interchange westbound to El Dorado Hills 
and auxiliary lane eastbound connecting existing truck climbing lane. Completion Year 2016 

 
 US 50 Operational Improvements – (1) construct EB turn and auxiliary lane at East Placerville Drive 

to Bedford Avenue; (2) construct two-lane connection from existing eastern terminus of Placerville 
Drive to the existing western terminus of Main Street; (3) improve traffic signals at US 50/Canal 
Street, SR 49/Bedford Avenue and US 50/Spring Street intersections; (4) widen local streets 
intersections for vehicle storage; (5) lengthen existing US 50 left turn pockets for vehicle storage; (6) 
close the US 50 eastbound off ramp at Main Street, and (7) construct various context sensitive 
solutions and TEA features. Completion Year 2009 

 
 US 50 Western Placerville interchanges – reconstruct existing Forni Road/Placerville Drive 

interchange; convert Ray Lawyer Drive overpass to full interchange; add westbound and eastbound 
auxiliary lanes between Ray Lawyer Drive and Placerville Drive and minor access road changes. 
Completion Year 2012 

 
 El Dorado Hills Boulevard/Francisco Drive Intersection Modifications – realignment/reconfiguration 

and signalization of the El Dorado Hills Boulevard/Francisco Drive/Brittany Way intersection. 
Completion Year 2008 
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 Pleasant Valley/Missouri Flat Connector – Construct a new two-lane divided roadway from Missouri 
Flat, north of China Garden, to Pleasant Valley Road/SR 49 at Fowler Lane. Completion Year 2009  

 
 Saratoga Way Extension – Construct a new two-lane road from end of Saratoga Way to the County 

line. Completion Year 2010 
 
 Add HOV lanes from El Dorado Hills Boulevard to South Shingle Springs/Ponderosa Road. 

Completion Year 2008 
 
 Reconstruct Missouri Flat interchange at US 50. Completion Year 2008 

 
 Realign and widen White Rock Road from the Sacramento/El Dorado County line to Latrobe Road 

from two to four lanes. Completion Year 2007 
 
El Dorado County Regional Transportation Plan  
 
The El Dorado County 2005-2025 Regional Transportation Plan was developed to address regional 
transportation issues and needs for a 20-year period and includes policy direction, actions, and funding 
recommendations. The following are proposed projects designed to implement the policies set forth in the 
document with respect to the regional roadway network in Western El Dorado County:  
 
 HOV lane extensions on US 50 from the El Dorado Hills Boulevard undercrossing to the South 

Shingle Road/Ponderosa Road overcrossing. 
 
 US 50/Missouri Flat interchange improvements, including modifying the interchange and widening 

Weber Creek Bridge. 
 
 Western Placerville interchange improvements on US 50 from Placerville/Forni Road interchange to 

the Ray Lawyer Drive overcrossing. 
 
 Placerville operational improvements on US 50 from West Placerville Drive to Bedford. 

 
 Construction of a two-way left turn lane, installation of a stop sign, and associated bicycle and 

pedestrian facilities on SR 49 in Coloma from the South Fork American River Bridge to Marshall 
Road. 

 
 Construction of a left-turn pocket on SR 193 about 10km at Sliger Mine Road. 

 
 Widen and add shoulders on SR 49 between Ore Court and China Hill Road. 

 
 Improvements on Placerville Drive. 

 
 Realign the Clay Street and Cedar Ravine intersection to a 4-way configuration, and reconstruct the 

bridge and Ivy House parking lot. 
 
 Improvements on the westbound US 50 on/off ramps and signalization at Cambridge Road, Merry 

Chase Drive and US 50. 
 
 Operations safety analysis and improvement on Cameron Park Drive/Palmer Drive and Green Valley 

Road. 
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 Construction of left turn lanes at the Cameron Park Drive and Mira Loma Drive intersection. 
 
 Construction of left turn lanes and signalize the intersection of Missouri Flat Road and El Dorado 

Road. 
 
 Widen the two-way left turn at Mother Lode Drive from South Shingle to the French Road 

intersection. 
 
 Road rehabilitation in the City of Placerville and El Dorado County. 

 
 Enhance aesthetic architectural elements along US 50 in Placerville. 

 
 Remove the abandoned eastbound off-ramp at Main Street and reestablish riparian vegetation on US 

50 near Hangtown Creek. 
 
 Provide transit service to light rail (LRT) in Folsom. 

 
 Expand service on Pollock Pines, El Dorado/Diamond Springs, Folsom Lake College, and Cameron 

Park routes. 
 
 Expand commuter service to meet increasing demand. 

 
 Convert Placerville/Hangtown Shuttle to fixed-route and provide complementary ADA service. 

 
 Expand DAR service. 

 
 Contract for provision of weekly Georgetown/Cool/Pilot Hill service to Auburn. 

 
 Revise the commuter schedule. 

 
 Expansion of Placerville – light rail in Folsom and reconfiguration of the Cameron Park route. 

 
 Continuation of direct Sacramento Commuter bus service. 

 
 Establishment of an El Dorado Hills local route. 

 
 Continuation of DAR services. 

 
 Expansion of local Hangtown Shuttle, Pollock Pines and Folsom Lake College (FLC) routes. 

 
 Pursue transit extension to El Dorado County. 

 
 Increased bicycle rack capacity on transit buses. 

 
 Downtown Placerville Plaza Transit stop. 

 
 Monitoring of ridership on the planned Folsom LRT extension. 

 
 Coordination with schools and transit service. 

 
 Coordination with neighboring transit agencies. 
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El Dorado County Long Range Transit Plan 
 
The El Dorado County Long Range Transit Plan (LSC Transportation Consultants, Inc. 2003) presents 
specific service and financial recommendations, both short (FY 2003/04 through 2007/08) and long range 
(extending to 2025), for the EDCTA and the El Dorado County Transportation Commission (EDCTC). A 
selection of transit related recommendations are as follows: 
 
Long Range Transit Plan 
 
 Continuation of expanded DAR services. 

 
 Expansion of Placerville-Folsom light rail (LRT) service to a minimum of hourly services between 

LRT and Placerville Station.  
 
 Continuation of direct Sacramento Commuter bus service subsequent to the expansion of LRT 

service. 
 
 Expansion of local Placerville, Pollock Pines, and Folsom Lake College routes.  

 
 Reconfiguration of the Cameron Park route to coordinate with Folsom LRT service along the US 50 

Corridor. 
 
 Establishment of an El Dorado Hills local route. 

 
 Expand the EDCTA fleet to accommodate growth in services. 

 
 Replace vehicles as necessary. 

 
 Conversion to low-sulfur diesel fuel as the primary fuel source for the EDCTA fleet. 

 
 Automatic Vehicle Location, Automatic Passenger Counting, and advance passenger fare 

technologies will be implemented.  
 
 Park-and-Ride facilities will be expanded, focusing on the El Dorado Hills and Cameron Park areas. 

 
 The existing EDCTA Administrative/Maintenance Facility will continue to be the operational base 

for the system and improvements will be made as needed to accommodate expansion in staff and fleet 
size. 

 
 The primary passenger facility for the local routes will be the Missouri Flat Transit Center. Placerville 

Station will also serve as an important facility for the Pollock Pines, Hangtown Shuttle, and extended 
Folsom/LRT routes, as well as for intercity transit service. 

 
 EDCTA will continue to upgrade passenger amenities at bus stops. 

 
Short Range Transit Plan 
 
 Convert Hangtown Shuttle to a fixed-route and provide complementary ADA service. 

 
 Expand service on Pollock Pines, El Dorado/Diamond Springs, Folsom Lake College and Cameron 

Park routes. 
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 Provide transit service to planned LRT in Folsom in 2005. 
 
 Expand DAR services. 

 
 Contract with Placer CTSA for provision of weekly Georgetown/Cool/Pilot Hill service to Auburn. 

 
 Expand commuter service to meet increasing demand. 

 
 Revise the commuter schedule. 

 
 Fleet replacement and expansion, including one wheelchair-accessible cutaway van for fixed-route 

service, one wheelchair accessible cutaway van for the DAR, and one medium bus for the Folsom 
light rail service. 

 
 Implement improvements to EDCTA administration/maintenance center. 

 
 Improve office computer network. 

 
 Develop and improve Missouri Flat Transfer Center. 

 
 Continue to improve bus stop amenities. 

 
 Review construction plans and schedule priorities for pedestrian and bicycle improvements. 

 
 Expand park-and-ride facilities. 

 
 Implement the Demand Response Dispatching program. 

 
 Consider Automatic Vehicle Location (AVL) technology. 

 
US 50 Corridor Short Term Transit Plan 
 
As a result of increased growth in El Dorado County, heavy commute traffic exists on US 50 between 
Sacramento and El Dorado County. In order to address these issues, a US 50 Corridor Short Term Transit 
Plan was developed in 2006, which provides short term improvements to be implemented within the next 
three to five years. Recommendations from the report are as follows: 
 
 Provide two consistent routes into the Downtown area and drop any current stops that have fewer 

than five daily boardings and alightings, or that are less than two blocks from one another. 
 

 Provide an additional run in the morning and afternoon, and provide additional “express” runs. 
 

 Revise routing at Park-and-Ride lots. 
 

 Provide EDCTA commuter bus connection to light rail, using one bus operating between Missouri 
Flat Road and the Iron Point Light Rail Station. 
 

 Discontinue the Rancho Cordova commuter bus service. 
 

 Promote a vanpool service and/or have the EDCTA assist others in a vanpool program that serves 
Rancho Cordova. 
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These recommendations were implemented in Fiscal Year (FY) 2006/07. 
 
Folsom El Dorado Corridor Transit Strategy  
 
The strategy is a compilation of “work papers” which present potential high capacity transit alignments 
that will serve the communities along US 50 between Folsom and El Dorado Hills. The preferred 
alignment that pertains to El Dorado County enters the County from the Southern Pacific right of way and 
either continues along White Rock Road to the Silva Valley/US 50 interchange or into the El Dorado 
Hills Business Park. The strategy sites several “key actions for right of way preservation and project 
development” that relate to the SRTP update: 
 
 Establish or modify current bus routes that mimic the possible future east-west transit line. 

 
 Participate with Folsom in the examination of transit options in the area south of US 50. 

 
 As the Elk Grove/Rancho Cordova/El Dorado Connector study progresses, consider how the east-

west transit line planning should be integrated. 
 
DAR Zone Assessment Study 
 
The DAR Zone Assessment Study for El Dorado County (LSC Transportation Consultants, Inc., October 
2001) provided the following recommendations: 
 
 Provide Zone 2 service to El Dorado Hills, with potential improvement to Zone 1 service for both El 

Dorado Hills and Cameron Park 
 
 Eliminate service to areas requiring more than $60 subsidy per passenger-trip 

 
 Establish zone fares and increase fare levels 

 
 Modify on-time standard from 20 to 30 minutes 

 
 Increase the maximum in-vehicle travel time standard, and strive to increase passengers per vehicle-

trip 
 
 Establish a formal service cancellation policy 

 
 Establish a standard and monitor trip turndowns 

 
 Implement automated dispatch scheduling software 

 
Many of the recommendations have been implemented. 
 
Triennial Performance Audit 
 
In July 2006, the Triennial Performance Audit of the El Dorado County Transit Authority report was 
completed. This report detailed seven recommendations: 
 
 Present summarized data on complaints and compliments to the TAC and Authority Board in order to 

form trends in customer service and identify potential deficiencies. 
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 Adopt an on-time performance standard for the fixed-route and DAR services. 
 
 Report the number of road calls by service type, such as local fixed-route, commuter bus, and demand 

response. 
 
 Consider developing a fare revenue deviation policy that would include establishing a range of 

acceptable variance between projected and actual revenues. 
 
 Consider the TDA provision allowing flexibility for the exclusion of new services from the farebox 

recovery ratio. 
 
 Evaluate the fare structure system-wide on a regular basis to enable the agency to more effectively 

plan for and manage existing and future transit services. 
 
 Coordinate with EDCTC on the development of transit performance targets for its commuter, local 

fixed-route, and DAR services. 
 
AIR QUALITY 
 
For air quality planning purposes, the west slope of El Dorado County is located in the Mountain Air 
Basin. The primary responsibility for air pollution control within the study area lies with the El Dorado 
County Air Pollution Control District. 
 
El Dorado County is designated as a serious non-attainment area for ozone under both federal and state 
standards, as well as non-attainment for PM10 under state standards. It has been fairly well established that 
this poor condition is a result of the topography and meteorology of the area. Mountains and hills affect 
regional airflows which in turn concentrate high pollutants and hinder dispersion, inversion layers occur 
which trap pollutants close to the ground, and general climatic conditions in the summer provide 
conditions that promote the formation of ozone. Studies have determined that the ozone levels in the 
Mountain Counties Air Basin (MCAB) can be attributed to the pollutants generated in the Bay Area, 
Sacramento Valley, and San Joaquin Valley, which are transported via strong upwind air flows from the 
Central Valley to the west, particularly in the summer months. Further, the MCAB and the California Air 
Resources Board (ARB) have determined that these transported pollutants are primarily responsible for 
the non-attainment of the state and federal ozone standards within the area. 
 
FINDINGS OF EL DORADO COUNTY’S UNMET TRANSIT NEEDS 
 
The Transportation Development Act (TDA) specifies that recipients of TDA funding conduct an annual 
assessment of transit needs within their jurisdiction before TDA funds are allotted to streets and roads. 
This assessment consists of two major steps: the identification of “unmet transit needs,” and a 
determination of whether these needs are “reasonable to meet.” The EDCTC has defined unmet transit 
needs as: 
 

“Those public transportation services necessary, but unprovided for individuals to maintain a 
minimum standard of living. This may include trips necessary for medical and dental services, 
shopping, employment, personal business, education, social services, and recreation. Unmet 
transit needs are also those needs required to comply with the requirements of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act.” 
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Furthermore, unmet transit needs are found to be reasonable to meet if all of the following conditions 
prevail: 
 

“Services, which if implemented or funded could meet a 10 percent farebox recovery as specified 
in the California Code of Regulations. A minimum of twelve months is a reasonable time for a 
demonstration project to be evaluated.” 
 
“Unmet Needs may also consist of basic capital improvements that make transit more amenable 
to riders.” 
 
“Service which, if implemented, would not cause the responsible operator to incur expenditures 
in excess of the maximum amount of Local Transportation Funds, State Transit Assistance Funds, 
Federal Transit Administration Funds, and passenger fares which may be available to the 
claimant.” 
 

Review of the findings regarding unmet transit needs can provide insight into transit improvements 
requested by the public. For both 2005 and 2007, 100 percent of the TDA funds were being used by 
transit and therefore no unmet needs were required to be determined. In 2006, the County did not find any 
unmet transit needs that were reasonable to meet. The following is a brief summary of the unmet needs 
issues for the past three years. 
 
Although no official unmet needs hearing was required in 2005, EDCTC held a public hearing to obtain 
public comments and input about transit issues in El Dorado County. The comments received at the 
meeting are noted below: 
 
 The DAR service should be able to do multiple day scheduling for those who have consistent 

schedules and use the service regularly. 
 
 DAR round-trip transportation needs should be prioritized. 

 
 Additional regular DAR service to the Camino Heights/Pollock Pines area should be implemented. 

 
 A request for re-establishment of the former service to the Carson Ridge Apartments. 

 
 A request for DAR service to be available to disabled persons outside of regular transit service hours, 

as many persons who are dependent upon the service may have evening or weekend jobs. 
 
For 2006, EDCTC prepared an unmet transit needs report, with staff recommending a finding that “there 
are no unmet transit needs that are reasonable to meet.” At the public meeting, of the 34 comments 
received, approximately 5 were considered unmet transit needs that were not reasonable to meet. A 
summary of these comments follows: 
 
 Request to extend evening service hours in Cameron Park to 6:00 PM. or 7:00 PM 

 
 Request for fixed-route service in El Dorado Hills with shuttle connections to LRT in Folsom 

 
 Request for a fixed-route within El Dorado Hills 

 
 Request for connecting an El Dorado Hills service between Cameron Park, Folsom Lake College – El 

Dorado Center, El Dorado County Fairgrounds, and downtown Placerville 
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 Lack of DAR service to the Swansboro neighborhood and, due to recent development in the area, 
recommendation of a re-analysis of the DAR zones for potential service to the neighborhood 

  
In 2007, as there were no surplus TDA funds available for local streets and roads in El Dorado County; it 
was not required that the “unmet needs process” be conducted. Regardless, a public hearing was held in 
order to obtain comments regarding needed transit services, pursuant to TDA Section 99238.5, which are 
summarized below: 
 
 A representative of the Vision Coalition of El Dorado Hills discussed the need for youth 

transportation to and from the Teen Center. It was noted that their grant funds available to develop 
teen programs in the area that could be utilized. It was requested that a sub-committee be formed to 
discuss and implement the shuttle service. 

 
 A comment on the need for transportation for youth in Pollock Pines to and from school, work, 

activities, and appointments. 
 
 A request for later bus service, preferably after 5:30 PM 

 
 A comment on the need for increased availability and expansion of DAR services for seniors, youth, 

and persons with special needs. 
 
 Inadequate access to existing transit stops – current roadway designs do not provide safe pedestrian 

and bicycle routes and crossings. 
 
 A request to consider a scheduled bus route serving high-density housing near Cameron Park Drive 

and Green Valley Road and possibly to connect to the Folsom Lake College El Dorado Center. 
Service to Kaiser Permanente in Folsom, connections to light rail, and Old Town Folsom were also 
noted. 

 
 




